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Okay, what are we talking 
about here, Nick? A hundred 
and fifty foot drop froma 
Blackhawk into the 
Euphrates? 


Not even 
an option, 
Hawkeye-- J 


- We need a six hundred 
--even with night-cover, all nine } \ foot drop for maximum 
hostages would be dead before Ce S&S f invisibility and at least 

Captain America even touched ‘ . 5 . five miles distance 
the water." b>, : \ between landing point 


and Al Hadithah 
itself. 


We're told 
there's a pretty decent sewage 
system on the outskirts of town so that's 
two miles of swimming and three miles of wading 
before our boy even reaches Point Zero. 


So where do 
we fit into the d 
picture? “ff 
: Ges 
y" : 
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“Well, anything overt's gonna 
compromise the mission, but 
we'll have Scarlet Witch and 
Quicksilver ten miles east and 
both you and Black Widow 
circling overhead for an air-drop. 


What's our actual status here, General? 
Are we just tourists on this operation? 
You think Captain America’s even going 
to need us down there? 


“Let's just say 
I don't like taking 
chances, Natasha. 


“You guys Know the situation. 
You saw it on the news. These 
rebels got nine aid workers 
up there and we all saw the 
mess they made two miles 

north of Basra. 


“Last thing we need is 
nine little body-bags 
lined up at Dulles Airport, 
you know what I'm saying?" 


"They might not care about Us, 
but you promised the public that 
j +=the super heroes would only be 
used domestically.’ 


"Sometimes you 
gotta break these 
little promises." 


Oy 
OAs Sy. 
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Don't even 
\ think about it, 
\ Buster! 
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7 Listenup, Ww 
scumbags: You } 
Know who I am 
and you know 
what I do. 


/ Surrender those weapons But touch those 
sf y{ and you might--just might-- triggers and I swear 
Z\ live to tell your grandchildren your own mothers 
about this little won't even recognize 
episode. 
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--where the President 
was waiting with friends 
and family to greet these 
nine brave men and women 
after their terrifying 


What do I wanna 
say to Captain America? 
Man, you're the best, that's 
what. You're the reason 
we're still breathing, man. 
you're the reason we're 
back on American soil. 


The reason they're 
still breathing? The reason 
they're back on American soil? 
That's not what some people 
are saying, Tony. 


Some people are 
saying The Liltimates just 
overstepped their mandate 
and used a Person of Mass 
Destruction in a very delicate 
foreign policy situation. 


Okay, first of all, 
Ihardly think that 
Captain America qualifies 
as a Person of Mass 
Secondly, these aid- Destruction, Larry. 
workers he rescued were 
all American citizens and 
this rescue operation had 
the backing of both the 
Red Cross and the U.N. 
Security Council. 


This isn't some 
plan to sneak super- 
humans into the Gulf 

through the back door 
or whatever. This was 
a straightforward 
humanitarian 
mission. 


y SS 
wy No 
s) 8 Infact, this morning Thor tendered 
= his resignation from The Litimates 
because he says that’s exactly 


i 
wy 


According to Thor, this whole 
Homeland Security thing was 
just one big scam to get public 
opinion on your side before 
launching preemptive strikes 


what Cap was doing in Iraq. 


against anyone who ticks you OFF. 5 


What do you say 
to that, Tony? You 
worried the government 
might be squandering all 
that public trust you 
guys built up after all 
those big rescues 
last year? 


Listen, Thor's a good 
pal of mine. I was out for 
a drink with him just the 
other night, but we're 
talking about a former 
psychiatric patient who 
thinks he's a Norse 
god, Larry. 


CEO, STARK INTERNATIONAL; IRON MAN 


The guy's great company, 
but this conspiracy theory 
he's putting around that The 
ultimates are going to end 
up as some kind of storm- 
troopers for the oil 


industry... Well, that’s as 


outrageous as 
these visions he 
keeps having. 


Wait a 
second, wait 
a second. 


Are you giving 

me a firm guarantee 
that you, Tony Stark, 
would never take part 
ina preemptive strike 

against any kind of 

rogue state acting 
contrary to American 

interests? 


Larry, I built the 
Iron Man suit so 
that I could give 
something back and, 
hopefully, meet some 
cheeky, little honeys 
at the same time. 


I'm honestly not 
interested in 
becoming some kind 
of Martini-swilling 
smart-bomb. 


oe Orkicity: 
Fi EN 


— 


ME 
wi 
cal 


Well, it wasn't as good as the Japanese I'll take your word for it, Jan, 
version, but it was still pretty slick. You but what's the deal with all that 
realize Gere's actually made two good movies / "4 potty-mouth stuff, huh? Why 
in a row this year? Isn't that some (| | does every movie these days 
kinda record? ee : have to feel like a sailor 
oe | wrote the — 


It's just realistic, J 
Steve. Even you cu 2 a it every time Igotothe flicks. § 
sometimes. f Likewise, these dames don't need | 
to show me everything they got 4 
{gs just because I paid ten bucks 
for a ticket. 


Steve, c'mon. This -- hs <s Ss Ah, Idon't mean to be a grouch. 
was the safest movie Vaz 7 =a ; : 7 \t'sjust that stuff they were saying 
doing the rounds right ~ ae F We in the papers this morning. I couldn't 
now. You've killed guys oe stop thinking about it the whole 
with your bare hands, fi Yj 5 r / time Lwas sitting in there. 
for God's sake. Don't y/o a 
make us go and see the 

Sponge Bob movie. 


I mean, six months ago that 


crackerjack in the New York Times 


had me down as Man of the Year 
and now he's written this whole 
editorial about you being an 
adulteress. 


= 
I swear to 
God, if this creep , 
wasn't wearing Jag@J 
, glasses (A, 


| 


Yeah, I know, but snapping 
pictures of you coming out 
of my apartment, zoom- 
lens shots of us walking 


of 


I thought they'd 
maybe show alittle Re 
more restraint. 


SVAN 
Bo 


Welcome 
to the 21% 
Century, 
baby. 


Does this sixty-year 
age-gap thing ever get 
you down? I mean does 
it ever feel like you're 

dating Buck Rogers 
or something when 
we're having a 
conversation? 


Listen, don't even get me 
started, honey. Just the idea 
OF you out there risking your 
life For those people and then 
coming home to find all these 

idiots taking you apart 


| ey 
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Sorry. Am 
LTranting 
again? 


Actually, that wasn't the 
stuff that annoyed me, 
Jan. I couldn't give a damn 
what they're saying about 
me. It's what they're saying 
about you that's 

~ driving me nuts. 


We're public 
figures now, sweetheart. 
This is the flipside of all 

those ticker-tape 
parades and big gala 

dinners they invite 


You're Captain America, Steve, and 
you're dating a married woman who also 
happens to be The Wasp. Did you really 


think people weren't going to be 


interested? 


Well, at least 
you stopped before 
you started moaning 
about body-piercings 
and women with tattoos. 


I'm kidding, you )RA 
big idiot. Al 


Just save all that 
griping for the lodge 
tonight, honey. You 
and all the other old- 
timers can complain 
about the modern 
world to your little ; 
heart's content. 


7 Damn right you bein’ 
mugged. What's the 
matter wit' you, 


man? You high or 


somethin’? 


Whatchoo mean * 
VY 'what"? You stupid 
* | or sumthin’? You truin’ 
; to play with me or 
y in'e 
sila _, Gimme everythin’ ‘ii 
Sy §=you got in yo' pockets, 
ij stupid. C'mon, hurry 
up before I lose my 
\ patience wit' you, ys 
i man. 


What you smilin’ 
about? You think 
this is funny? 
What the hell's the 
matter with you 

. people? 


What the Vay 
hell's so e 
damn-- 


Lia |\p ey \y 


My 


CUE SIPC ION) same 

The New York headquarters of The 
Ultimates, S.H..€1.Ds United States 
Superhuman response unit. 


Hey, Doctor 
Pym. I see your 
wife's boyfriend 

hospitalized another 
couple of guys over 
in the Village this 
afternoon. 
: <j 
You realize how 
much money you 
could make selling 


7 
= 


\ yt : | 
a | Tcare? Newspapers EUs 
iY are for idiots, boys. 
Anyone who pays money | 
toread that garbage | 
needs to have their 


al 


head examined. 


Hey, just making 


ede oe : I should toss out that 
; : f » 4 T-shirt that says The 
You know ; \, [ of Z Hulk is really a top- 
the drill by now, ; ie = “ secret S.H.I.E.L.7. 
right, Doc? No \ a o MY, employee? 
touching anything, ; N 
nocrossingthat 
big white line, no 
telling anybody 
you've even heard 
of Doctor 
Banner... 


I'm afraid you'll 
have to stop just 
dropping by like 
this, Clarice... 


I can't believe Fury 
even keeps that guy 
around. 


TAMINATION 
\PLETE —> 


will say we're 
in love. 


And how 

long you been 

waiting to say 
that? 


How's the new cell, 
Bruce? Those pills 
Doctor Brankin 
prescribed still 
keeping you nice 
and relaxed in 
there? ey 


Only turned into 
the Hulk once in the 
last six weeks and 
you Know what I did? 
Ijust sat on the bed 
and watched Curb 
Your Enthusiasm until 
I shrank back down 
to normal again. 


Well, somebody 
sounds like she's 
hitting her 
thirties... 


Actually, I came up with some 
amazing stuff. I'd nothing for 
days and then I just sat down 
and came up with five different 
super-soldiers allina 
single night. 


Those notes you 
had for my Liltron 
idea were absolutely 
brilliant, but I had 
this crazy notion 
for the ants I really 
wanted to run past 
you first. 


These psuchic sessions 

with Charlie Xavier have 

really helped suppress 
all the rage, Hank. 

Brankin's even talking 

about letting Betty in 
here in a few weeks 

time. 


You Know she's 
written him a letter 
a day for the last six 

months just asking 
for a little quality 
time with me? 


Yeah, yeah, yeah. Listen, how 
did you get on with those new 
super-hero ideas last 
week? 


Fury's sitting 2 
on another big chunk 
of federal cash and he's 
desperate for us to come 
up with something nice 
and bright to sell to the 
public. You think of 
anything good? 


Man, this is 
great. I can't believe you 
and me never worked together 
in the past. We've got such an 
amazing synergy going on here. 


I can't 
believe I'm 
even looking 
at this... 


What are you talking about? Thor's 
resigned, Tony's always too busy to 
do the Iron Man thing and there's no 

way people are going to let Giant- 

Man back on the team... 


”...60 I thought I'd 
ask Fury if he’'d sneak 
me back with a brand 


I don't get it. 


What did you do? 
Turn invisible or 


something? 


No, don't be crazy. 
The Fantastic Four's 


already got 


that light- 


sensitive girl. I just 


figured out 


away to 


shrink myself down and | 


still stay in 


contact 


with the insects here. J 


glass and you'll see me, Bruce. 
I'm speaking to you through J 
the helmet 's radio- F 
system... 


Do you think 
Ant-Man sounds 
retarded? 


™, 
Terrace In The Shy restaurant, 


Morningside Heights: qm 
b 
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B sorry I'm late, ) 
Volstagg. £4 


I was creating 
a storm over a rice- 


field in Ethiopia and 
none ofthe locals £ 
was Wearing a 5 
watch. 


Don't worry about it, Vv’ You'll have to forgive me for starting 
Thor. I don't have any dinner without you, but it's been five 
. other plans. 4 hundred years since Iset foot inthis J 
_ eG world and I'd honestly forgotten what 
chicken even tasted like. 


I'm glad to hear 
you've finally left 
The Ultimates. The 
only thing that 
puzzles me is why 
you even associated 
with those idiots in 
the first place. 


7 And they're not 
7 allidiots, you know. 
m Infact, some of them J 
\ areveryfinemen 4 
indeed. 


Is this why you requested 
an audience with me, 
Volstagg? To lecture me 
about the company I'm 


does it? I beat him once, 
T'll beat him again. I beat 


= Loki every time we 
DS iock horns, right? 
a — 


wt 


A 


Oh, I needed them as much as 
they needed me, old friend. 
Helping them out in a few little 
brawls is what gave me this 
global profile I'm enjoying 
at the moment. 


New World Order, young man, 
and this agenda theu're 
following puts them completely 
at odds with everything 
you've been sent here 


It's essential ~ 
ie | ‘that you remember J 


that. 
aN 


No, I'm here with a 
message from your 
father, Thor. 


Odin asked me 
to tell you that 
your brother has 
escaped from the 
Room Without 
Poors and swears 
vengeance for 
your last 
encounter. 


But this time it's different. 
This time he's allied himself 
with something even you 
can't match and, if our wise 
men are correct, he'll 
assemble the super 
people against you 

c 


Can't you feel him moving the 
scenery around us? Reality is 
being rewritten even as we 
speak and this warning should 
be taken with the utmost 
seriousness. 4 


i He's going to 
poison their minds 
against you, Thor. 
Be prepared: What 
comes next is like 
nothing you've ever 
seen before. 


. “J 
uh, excuse me, sir. 


Are you waiting for a 
friend or just eating 
alone here? 


I'm sorry, sir. I don't mean to 
embarrass you, but you've 
actually just been talking to 
yourself for the last five minutes. 
The other diners are starting 

to get alittle scared. 4 


EL WV Take a look 
<~| and see for 
“\ yourself, 


Don't worru, 
Volstagg. 


What are you talking about? 


—— = I'm sitting with a friend. This 
a 


s Volstagg the Voluminous 
from Asgard, for God's sake. 
He's hardly the type of man 

~ you don't notice. 


Aw, brother. That had to be the funniest 
roast I ever heard, Bucky. I can't believe 
you guys hid Cap's costume that time and 
he had to fight the Nazis in his Ze 
underwear. 


I swear to God, you 
shoulda seen their faces, 
Martu. Living legend he may 
f be, but he looked like such 
m a freakin' goofball in those 
y= long-johns. 


Don't you listen to them, Steve, 
honey. I Know for a fact you looked 
a picture in those long-johns. 


Hey, hey, hey. You're 
not engaged to this 
clown no more, ya Know. 
You moved onto bigger 
and better things, 
remember? 


Say, you got yourself 
a deal, doll. You see this, 
Carmine? 


Ah, Gail can have him, Bucky. 
Those two hooking up again 
just leaves things nice and 


open for you and me, - Careful how 


you squeeze him, 
Jan. Any tighter and 


Whoa! Whoa! Hold 
your horses there, 
bous. This is a little 
private time, huh? 
You can't just bust 

» in here like this. 


Captain America? Phil Nygun, 
NBC news. Have you any comment 
you'd like tomake about the 4 
Hulk situation, sir? 


Cap, would you and The Wasp like 


to explain why you both repeatedly 
lied when you said you had no idea 
who the Hulk was or what his 
relationship was with 
Betty Ross? 


What the 
hell are they 
talking about, & 


..anonymous files sent to this and 
every major news network in the world 
explaining that the Hulk’s name and 
origins have been known to the security 
services since the moment 
he appeared. 


General Nick Fury, 
commander-in-chief of 
GH.ILE.L.P., refused to 

confirm that he participated 
in this cover-up to protect 
aman responsible for the 
deaths of more than eight 
hundred people... 


Clint? I think 
you'd better 
wake up here, 


If these reports are 
accurate, and all signs indicate 
that they are, then the Hulk is 
in fact a federal employee whose 
identity was concealed to avoid 
a massive public outcry. 


Where the hell's this stuff coming 


a au 
from? I'm getting S.H.I.E.L.D. files ten mis vat as 
levels over Presidential clearance To repeat tonight's 
here. Who the hell's sending main headline: The identity 
this stuff of the Hulk has been confirmed f 
ON AIR as Doctor Robert Bruce 


Banner... i 
Saas 


... former director of 
G.H.ILE.L.D.'Ss super-soldier 
program and, as you can see 
from these pictures, living 
comfortably in federally- 
funded quarters one mile 
beneath The Triskelion. 


The Litimates are 
expected to make an 
announcement shortly, 
but first we go live to 
the White House for an 
emergency statement 
from the President of 
the United States... 


\\ 


\ 


\ 


\ 
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DCAD MAN WALKING 


God. You get some 
ugly fish, don't you? 
There's one over 
here looks exactly like 
Emest Borgnine. 


Tony, would you please 
stop talking about Ernest 
Borgnine and just hurry 
the hell up? We're supposed 
to be going to Donatella's 
after-show party in 
half an hour. 


No, the pressure's 
perfect, Happy. 
Everything's perfect. 
This suit feels a 
thousand times better 
than the ald one. 


The optics are working 
beautifully, but I've released 
some flashbulbs in case they 
need a little more light down 
there around the submarine. 


I'm sorry, Miss Romanov, but 
I'm afraid you're either gonna 
have to call up and cancel or 
go to this thing by 
yourself. 
Tony, how's the new 
suit holding up? Body 
temp and air supply are} 
looking good. The pressure 
giving you any grief 
down there? 


I think 
Iron Man 
A just showed 
up. 


Mister Stark? This is Professor 
James Braddock from the European 
Super-Soldier Initiative. On behalf 
of my colleagues and I, I'd just like 
to thank you for helping out on 
such short notice. 


I'm only sorry I 
can't introduce you 
{| tothese soldiers 
we've been enhancing, 
| but until you sign the 
appropriate non- 
disclosure 


Guys, I'm gaing to try moving 
this thing backwards off the racks 
if you can get under there and 
Support me. Happy, I need five 
times more power if you can 
set up a two-minute Cownload. 


Ws 


wa 
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Hold on, boys. Grab 


hold of something 


p= 


J K 


yi, 


Take it easy, Professor. 
I've got twenty-three 
offices in the European 
Union, 50 the concept of 
red tape isn't exactly 
alien to me. 


satellite primed, 

Tony. Power boost 
should be hitting 
your battery in 

T-minus fifteen... 


‘= 
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Aten-billion- dollar means of 
rendering my weekends miserable, 
Mister Hogan. Now could somebody 

in this dump please fetch me a 

drink? Jarvis, what the hell 
are we paying you for? 


Because I've still 
got the negatives, Miss Romanov. 
And you can fetch your Own bloody 


drink. I've got my hands full at the 
moment playing strip-monopoly. 
Besides, you're supposed SY What Master Tony sees in 
to be some kind of you I'll never know, you 
superhero. Shouldn't fe = slutty minx. 
you be helping himor aay »' 
something? y 


Well, I'm afraid you'll just 
have to get used to me, old 
man, because I'm not going 

anywhere as long as I'm 
giving him that one thing 
that even you can't 
deliver. 


I'm a former Soviet super- 
spy, idiot. What am I going to do witha 
stricken submarine? Take pictures? 


Just got 
amessage §& 
from General £ 
Fury. 


that, darling? 


REPS 


She walks in beauty, like the night 
OF cloudless climes and starry skies, 
And all that's best of dark and bright 

Meet in her aspect and her eves. 


Thus mellow'd to that tender light 
Which heaven to gaudy day denies. 
One shade the more, one ray the less, 
Had half impair'd ae nameless grace 
Which-- 


What's wrong, 7 Another message from = i Quicksilver speaking and 
Pietro? one of the primates, this had better be important. 
a 7 / Uf * darling. What's the A This call has already shattered 
Ney i jj Jf), matter with these ea, | the most perfect moment my 


=| 
= Americans? Don't they sister and I have enjoyed in 
Z even appreciate the > quite some time. 
concept of : 
downtime? 


i ! 


i 


Phoning in the middle 
of lunch? What kind 
of people are we 
associating with 
these days? 


| What is it ay Z AW / No, they said this Bruce Banner 
this time? y y iY Ay 3 N /{ character's just been outed as 

Another alien a A i j } The Hulk. Apparently, there's 
| invasion? f g ‘= : some kind of crisis meeting at 
P { ‘ 4 a the Triskelion and they want to 
know if we can fointhem. 


But Lwantedice cream W/Z, py A WAY Likewise, darling, but I 
after this...and a walk b -—" also feel it might be 


through the monastery i] ) J ; j unwise to alienate these 


of St. Lazarus where 
Buron wrote 
“Pon Juan.” 


Oh 


; all right, 
Don't you think we . Pietro. 


should maybe suffer their tedium just this once 
and explore Venice together at some later date? But 
It looks like it was going to rain here, anyway. just for you. 


people like we alienated 
ourselves from our old 
friends in the mutant 
community. 


| Dr Robert 
Bruce Banner- 


Damn right : 
this wasn’t an V 
accident... 


__-7previous 
history of mental 
illness-- 


| Ms short 
of a cover-up of epic 


\ proportions, Van. 


to answer-- 


( General Nick 


Fury refused 


--of course 


Thor was 
behind this. 


--trying to destroy 


WEY the team before the 


President sends The 
Ultimates to support 
our boys. 


IGT RIS CLIUN: 

The New York headquarters of The 
Ultimates, S.1.LELD’s United States 
Superhuman response unit. 


_ => ' So 


“4 Okay, we've all heard the rumors, \ 
Conference Room 8A Nick. What's happening with this Hulk 
ee situation? Is it true you've . 
—_ lost your job? 


by the end of th 
day, Jan. 


: 


2 CU ; 


It's one thing lying to the American 
public, but the President don't take 
it too well when all the files we were f 
hiding from the Oval Office get 
broadcast on every major 


a 


=r 


7 


I can't believe 


hash of this. I thought 
national security was your 
particular field oF 
interest. 


7 Cal 


Well, how would you have 
handled the Manhattan 
Crisis, Tony? 


No, Betty's team spun something 
that could have killed us dead into 
something that kick-started this 
entire outfit and, to be honest, I 
think we should all be kinda 
grateful for that. 


It's where we go from here 
that might be unpalatable 


The 
White House 
solution to the 
problem-- 


for you people. —————— 
= SS 


One of the team takes what's 
essentially a massive drug 
overdose and murders eight 

hundred innocent people in 

downtown New York. 


ail! 


You gonna just ‘fess 
up? You gonna just 
come clean at the 

exact same time they 
were crucifying us for 
being the most under- 
worked and over- 
funded department in 
United States history? 


We lied, Nick. We told them 
we were Heroes when all we 
were doing was cleaning up 
our own mess. 


What are you Y we gotta cut Banner loose, 
talking about, Natasha. The President 
wants a televised trial 


Sr he's prosecuted for 


Almost certainly, 
but that's what 
the public wants, 
Tonu. 


But that's 
an automatic 

death 
sentence. 


al 


And you think I'm unaware oF 
that? You think this isn't hitting 


Bruce and I have been 
on and off for the last 
five years, but my first 
duty is to my job and 
the security of this 
country, Jan. 
Bettu, for 
Y God's sake, this 
is Bruce we're 
talking about. 


I'm feeling this more than anyone, 
but if I can be professional and get 
behind this P.R. job, the rest of you 
can do it too. 


Sorry. You're 
absolutely right. 


I'm sorry. N 
Where is Banner 


a, He Knows what he saw on TV and he's 
anyway? Does he y downstairs crying in his cell. We got him 
even know this is doped up to the eyeballs for his own 
happening? y protection, but the irony is he hasn't 
turned into the Hulk in weeks. 


Saray] 


Wun 


can do to prove 
it right now, but 
with all the trouble 
he's been causing 
lately I'd say that's 
apretty educated 
guess, Cap. 


Like I said, the Thor situation's 
a lot more complex than you 
people realize. S.H.I.E.L.D.'s 
been conducting a two-year 
investigation into this 
crank and any sudden 
move is gonna upset 
the apple cart. _ 


I say this 
especially for 
your benefit, 

Captain. 


Listen, I don't mean to sound 
cold, but shouldn't our top priority 
be the security breach? 


I think we all 
Know where this 
leak sprung from 

Hawkeye. 


What are 
you talking about? 
You think Thor did this 
and you're just gonna 
let him get away 
with it? 


I strike you 
as the kinda 
guy who goes 
looking for a 
fight? 


LI 
bok 


7 Heu, where d'you 
A think you're going, 
& man? Full house! 


--I said I love that piece in your 
book about America thinking it's 
the new Roman Empire, but why 
have you stopped mentioning 
the President by name, Thor? 
Why don't you personalize 


it anymore? 


Because blaming 
him for what they're 
doing is like blaming 
Ronald McDonald for 
the hamburgers. He's 
just their frontman. 

I doubt they even 

let him into the 
meetings. 


Listen, are you that 
nurse from San Francisco? 
The one that gave up her 
job when she saw us 


WHERE THE HELL 
DO YOU GET OFF 
LEAKING PON 


Don't try to 
weasel your way 
out of this one, 

you sick freak! The 

whole team knows 
you released 
those files! 


You just 
made us look 
like liars to the 
whole damn world 
and probably got 
Banner the chair, 
buster! 


Johan, do me a 
favor and tell the 
guys to switch off 
the music for a 


Y second, huh? 
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Yo, Thor. 
What's up, 
man? 


Banner papers to the press and I think he's a 
come to beat me up. Is that an accurate — = 


Nothing I can't handle. Captain America : } ji { 4 
here just accused me of leaking those Bruce i i ry 
assessment, Captain? J i al 


This supposed to be 
intimidating, jackass? 
Two hundred fellas with 

long hair that haven't 
seen a bathin 
months? 


Besides, I'm the most vocal 
opponent of the death penalty 
in this country. Do you really 
\ think I'd just hand over Banner 
to your cowboy president 
for a public lynching? 


Word of advice, 

Captain America--I'm not Hank 
Pym. There are some people out 
there bigger than Giant Man, you 
know. We don't all crumble at the 
sight of some clown in a flag. 


And as far as your accusations go, I've 
been in the Triskelion three times in my life: 
Once to see Fury, once to have breakfast 

with Tony and once for that charity 
thing we did last Christmas. 


I can barely 
do my e-mail, 
never mind hack 
into classified 

SHAELP, 
files... 


Just watch your step, Goldilocks. 
You've had access to a lot of privileged 
information these last eighteen 
months and if you do anything 
to compromise this country's 
security... 


} = iv 
N 0 a 
That's for “es \ 
working for nie” ll 
= \ the Thief-in- 2. \\ yay 
Chief! _<\\ fia iy 
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Enough, 
dammit! 


Idiots! You 
came to me because 
you wanted a better 

way. Now what are 
you acting like? A 
bunch of frat 


Listen, I'm sorry about this. 
Ireally didn't want that to 
happen and I'm serious when 
I said I'd nothing to do 
with outing Banner. 


That said, I think 
I know who might 
have released 
those files. 


Are 
you OKay, 

Rogers? / Fine, but 
some Of your 
friends here 

could use a 
little lesson in 
manners... 


My evil half-brother, Loki. 
A messenger from Asgard 
came to warn me that he 
escaped from his bonds 
again and journeyed to 
Midgard to do everything 


he could to-- 


You go 
to church 


every Sunday, /¥ 
Captain. LA 
What I've 


got to say's no 


MEL 
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Se =a ASS 
How are 

you feeling, 
Bruce? 


"Kind oF 
relieved, to 
be honest. 


I've been living 
in limbo for the last 
eighteen months, 
Professor Xavier. Locked 
up like arat ina cage, no 
contact with the outside 
world. Did you hear I'm 
not even allowed to 
watch TV anymore? 


Well, you're not missing much: 
afternoon talk shows and 
late-night political slots 
where people debate the 
merits of killing you by 
electric chair and killing 
you by lethal 
injection. << 
You do realize 
you're going to be 
executed for this, 
don't you? Politically, 
there's really no 
alternative when the 
fatalities are in 
triple-figures 
like this. 


In case I catch something 
on the news that upsets my 
adrenal system and triggers 
\ off another Hulk episode. 
It's ridiculous. I haven't 
turned into the Hulk in 
months. 


since the minute 
they locked me up, 
Professor. It was 
always pretty 
obvious I wasn't 
getting out of 
there alive... 


but, like I said, . : =r i alt Where /S this place? Where 
there's something ¥ a Si Eae are we? Ican taste salt water 
kinda liberating 2 fd E on the air, but there's also the 
about not beingin | 2 h % a smell of someone barbecuing 
that no-man's- 7 p ; =| 3 = > steaks onacharcoal grill. Are 
land anymore. : Saiee ' Tels 7 we standing in a confused 
4 : Ww AG ae memory here? 


Yeah, it seems to be a kinda cross 
between the time my mom and 
dad took me up to Kennebunkport 
and the time I spent the summer 
at my cousin's place down in 
Runnemede, New Jersey. 


I used to love going 
down there and staying with 
Jenny. The fact she was five years 
younger than me meant she didn't 
realize what an idiot I was yet. 


Nah, as nice 
as it is in my 
pre-frontal gurus 
I guess I should 
get out there 
= and face the music, 
huh? Hank Pym's 
supposed to be 
dropping by to see 
me at 4:00 
anyway. 


I've just been told 
our time is up, Bruce. 

Do you want to stay here 
until I come back tomorrow? 
General Fury doesn't seem 
to have any objections. 


young man. I'll be back easier, 
of course. Same time, same place. al Absolutely, 
1 


You know my psuchic distress Professor 


code if that monster gives 


| "Absolutely. 


|) ae 
urprisingly 
relaxed. He's a very 
clever man who's spent 
a lot of time in there 
with little else to do 
besides contemplate 
his Fate. 


i He knows full 
well how this is all 
going to end and 

seems to be taking 
it all rather better 

», than expected. J 


j ! i i == Have you given any more thought to 
Dee ae eee Cia this idea that I might enlist him in my 
starts. Then we'll see f) . school? I've become something of a 
how well he's taking it, i y : past master when it comes to 
poor little guy. Wy é helping people with dangerous 
a ee aa 7 powers. 


»” Scott here 
couldn't open his 
eyes without killing 
anyone in his line of 
vision when we first 
met. Isn't that right, 
Scott? And we 
fixed him up soon 
enough. 


All well and good, 
Mister Summers, except 
this isn't about finding a 
peaceful solution to the 
problem anymore. This is 
about giving the public a 
villain they can blame for 
the Manhattan 
ley situation. 
Y "Nihil fieri non 
potest nobiscum", 
General Fury. 
"Nothing is beyond 
| a our reach." That's 
, =| our school motto, 
in case you 
% hadn't heard. 


They want a 
scapegoat, 
Scott. A peculiar 
human trait where 
some satisfaction 
can be taken from 
the suffering of 
others. 


I'm pleased “™ 
to say you wouldn't 


pe _\__ understand. 


So how does it 
feel Knowing 
you're going to 
be a big TV 


This trial's being broadcast in 
ninety countries and a hundred 
and fifty languages, Bruce. TV 
Guide says you'll be bigger 
than Oprah. 


y, 


— 


es Only difference 
is she doesn't get 
executed at the 
end of the 


season. 


More's the pity. Are these the He's just hammering 
cameras they've installed for the home the connection 
courtroom appearances? Wow, in people's minds. 
it's weird seeing this stufF Just doing his job, 

in real life. Hank. Can't blame 
That D.A. they've a guy for that. 
got's really something, 
man. You Know he refuses 
to answer questions about 
The Hulk to anyone? He 
just keeps saying 'Voctor 
Banner” over and 


i\ 


Very philosophical, / No, just realistic. I killed 
Grasshopper. | hundreds of people out 
Y( g ] there and there's a million 


eyewitnesses. I know I'm 
going to die at the end of 
all this. All I want to do 
now is tie up the loose 

ends before I go. 


inds me, I told Fury I really 
ou to get all these new super- 
soldier designs I'd been putting 
together. 


Don't worry 
about giving me 
acredit or anything 
when they publish the 
papers. No use to me 
where I'm going, 


Why? I 
thought you 
loved this 


No way. They 
wouldn't be building 
everybody up like this 
if they were just going 
to replace them with 
regular Army 
grunts... 


Look who they're 
phasing out. 


Don't talk like that. You don't 
know for sure how this is all 
going to pan out and, besides, 
didn't you hear? I'm gone at 
the end of the month 
anyway. 


Ido, but they don't 
exactly love me back. 
They're saying it's 
because they can't 
risk any more unstable 
personalites, but 
there's definitely 
something else 
going on here. 


I think we all got used to making 
this terrifying military force they 
put together seem nice and 
friendly for a while. 


Y'know, playboy 
billionaires and eccentric 
geniuses to pave the way 

for all the big, crazy soldiers 
they're going to have in these 
costumes by the end of the year? 


Look who they're bringing in, man; 
Hawkeye, Widow, all those weirdos and 
psychopaths from the Black Ops units 
like Scarlet Witch and Quicksilver. 
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Ladies and 
gentlemen, it's 
clear that guilt 
isn't the issue 


The question is — 


whether the Doctor 
Banner you see on this 
large screen in the corner 

is actually culpable for 
those horrific acts he 
committed in his drug- 

induced Hulk 
state. 


eH 
Val ey 


(eae 


Objection overruled, 
Mister Murdock. The 
super-soldier serum 
Doctor Banner was 

trying to replicate was 
unquestionably a drug. 

The terminology used 

sounds accurate 


Objection, your honor. 


don't like this persistent 
inference that my client has 
somehow taken an illegal 
substance. 


The super-soldier 
serum was a state- 
sanctioned military 

performance enhancer 
and its derivative was 


tested for five years 
before Doctor Banner 
conducted trials on 
his person. 


Objection, your 
honor. My client ha 


IS 


never been diagnosed 
as chemically-dependent, 
either now or in the past. 
The prosecution is 


misleading the 
jury. 


Thank you, your honor. Now, 
let's suppose this super- 
soldier serum had actually 
been crack-cocaine and 
Doctor Banner had murdered 
these people in a more 
conventional drug- 
: fuelled rage. 


Would his 
culpability 
even be 
called into 
\ question? 


noted, Mister 
Murdock. 


Ladies and gentlemen, pay no heed 
to the fact that the Doctor Banner 
you see on this screen looks different 


Turn it off, Steve. 
This guy's diving me 
a headache. 


OF course he's going down. 
They need a scapegoat, 
right? Only thing I don't 
understand is how that old 
girlfriend of his can 
orchestrate this whole 
F charade. 


Well, let's use 
7 alcohol as an example. 
Doctor Banner is using 
the defense that he has 
no memory of what he 
does in his altered state, 
but is a homicide not a 
omicide if you're under 
the influence? 


Is a pregnancy 
declared null and 
void if two teenagers 
A\ have no recollection 
i» of Falling into bed? 


These were the acts of a 
single individual and that 
individual must now pay the 

ultimate price. 


Even so, he's got a point. Banner's 
never going to get away with this. 
That blind lawyer he found himself 
makes great TV, but the execution's 
really just a formality at 
this stage. 


Oh, Tonu. 
Don't be such 
a Mister doom- 
and-gloom. 


She was exactly the same back in college. 
Betty Ross just likes to prove she's as 
tough as her old man. Did you know she 
| hasn't even been down there to see __ 


e , <] 
Fury offered her 


compassionate 
leave, but she turned 
him down and says she 
doesn't want anyone 
else running "her 
damn department." 


No, it's perfectly understandable, Natasha. Everyone 
has their own way of dealing with crisis situations and 
Betty's just a typical Type A personality. p 


Hey, look . 
at this. Is that 
"Thor on sixty 
Minutes? 


-actually, I'm 
becoming irritated 
by the way everyone 
just assumes I leaked 
4 Banner's name to the press. 
Way would I do that when 
it was obvious they'd hang 
the poor man out to dry? 


Besides, it's all just smoke and 
mirrors. Banner's trial being 
televised 24/7 is just to distract 
you from the real atrocity in the 
cards and that’s superhuman 
troops in so-called rogue 
states. 


Forget this little 
street theater 
they're numbing your 
brains with. Our primary 
concern should be the 
rumors of The Liltimates 
being deployed in 
Syria and lran. 


Because that's 
what's coming up if 
we don't get our act 
together, Bob. 


This team 
wasn't put together 
to stop burglars and 

bank robbers. 


Good Lord! What a marvelous physique! 

I don't think I've ever Seen someone's 
abdominals through their raincoat 
before... < 


g Quiet, Jarvis. 
Steve, turn it up 
a second, huh? 


What a moron. Can you believe 
I actually planned to seduce that 
crank when I first joined the team? 


THE TRISKELION: 


The Hulk Trail, Day Seven 


uh, listen, I brought you some \ 
milk and stuff for your cofree 
and a couple of magazines 
that just came out today. You 
don't have the new Premiere 
yet, do you? I hadn't seen 
this cover before. 


7 No, Idon't. Thanks. It's really 
going to be very entertaining 


reading previews of movies 
they're releasing the month 


> after I'm dead. That's a very 


nice thought, Betty. 
Thank you. 


Bruce, I'm sorry. God knows, 
I should have come down to 
see you before now, but I just 
couldn't handle it, baby. I've 
just been sitting in my office 
crying all day with the 
phone off the hook. 


Maybe somebody 
else would have just 
accepted the way I 

was, huh? Maybe a 
nicer person wouldn't 
have made me fee! 
this pathetic. 


mn 


That was a joke, 
by the way, anda 
funny one at that. 
Can nobody tell when 
I'm trying to lighten 
the atmosphere 
anymore? 


Feeling 
alittle 
guiltyP 


I hope so, because 

if it wasn't for you I 

wouldn't even be jn 
this mess. If it wasn't 
for you I'd never have 
injected myself with 

this crap in the 
first place. 
a 


This isn't your fault, 
it's my Fault, Betty. This 
is nobody's Fault but my 
own and it all goes back 
to way before you came 

on the scene, 
believe me. 


rs 
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Sergeant, 
could you open 
the doors for 
me, please? 


sorry, Miss \ 
Ross. That's FS 


What do 
you mean, it's 
impossible? You ; ‘ R 
open the doors for Mh, 1 / < ' Betty, 
the cleaners, 7" ; wath Z R this really 
‘ 4 isn't a good 
idea... 


Bruce, you haven't turned 
into the Hulk in months! 
You've got this thing 
completely under contro} 
now! You said it 
yourself! 


Betty, don't do this! 
Please! This doesn't solve ¥ 
anything! All you're doing 
is making things worse! 


I love you, Bruce. 
I love you so much 
and I'm so sorry 
for playing all those | 
stupid games with ( § 
your head. _ea\ 


I'm too u 
embarrassed in = 
front of all these 


a) See 
et 
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df 
Ladies and 
gentlemen, let , 
us consider the / 
SE facts. 
yy UMA 


l | 

Doctor Bruce Banner has worked for the | | | | | | 

United States government since graduating = | 
from university two years early. _ —< m | 


i 


Wigs 


During this time, q a | 
hehasdevoted 


himself entirely to | @ 

the creationofa | 

second U.S. super- 

an the result 
of which, as you Know, faa = 
was responsible for =m 
the deaths of more 
than eight hundred 


civilians. 


y 


Z With the exception of the 
y ( bereaved ied this tli 
: . = | ay, noone feels their loss more than 
cas se ea Hee ~~ ij ~ Doctor Banner himself and he has 
Mba eCcigen: — — sworn to spend the rest of his 
life atoning for his one 
terrible mistake. 


SS 
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Ladies and gentlemen, the 


offices OF Nelson and Murdock 
did not defend this man free 


of charge for the media / 
publicity. a 


As attorneys 

/ practicing in this 

great city of New York, 
it does us no favors 

to argue the case for 

someone who has 
become, perhaps, her 

most reviled and 

hated son. 


Ladies and gentlemen of 
the jury, you have two duties 
to perform: First, you must 
determine the facts from the 
evidence received in the 
trial and not from any 

other source. ___-f 


{ 


Second, you must apply 
the law to the facts and 
in this way, arrive at 
your verdict. 


We defended this man because 
where others saw murder, we 
saw manslaughter. Where 
others saw a monster, we saw 
a healer who plans to devote 
himself to cancer and AIDS 
research. 


Doctor Robert Bruce Banner isn't 
asking you for freedom, my friends; 
just the chance to stay alive and 
use his God-given genius for the 


benefit of all mankind. 


Thank you, 
Mister Murdock, 
for amost 
impassioned 
performance. 


How am 
I feeling? 
Nervous 
as hell, I 
guess. 


7 It's like you're 
back in high school 
waiting for your exam 
results, except much, 
much scarier because, 
well, I always used to 
score full marks in 
those things so that 
might not be the 
best analogy. 


Did you ever 
think it would all 
end up like this, 


y I just wanted people to 
like me, y'know? That's why 
I spent all those hours 
working away in 

the lab. 


Are you kidding? 
Public Enemy Number 
One? I wanted to be \ 
Captain America, man. ! i 
Haven't you read 
my file? 


Skinny Steve Rogers 
enrolls in the super-soldier 
program and suddenly he's 
transformed into The Living 
Legend of World War 
Two. That's what I 


Are you 
prepared for 
what's coming 

next? 


On a practical level, sure. I've got my \& 
will sorted out; all that salary that's 
been building up in my account the 
; whole time I've been here-- 
. Then, OF course, 
, there's the letters 
I've been writing to the 
families of all those 
people The Hulk killed. 
Or Bruce Banner killed. 


Or however you want 
to look at it. 


I don't know. 


PS = | EA }) Emotionally, 


Doctor 


| 


: je Well, the good news is that 
/ I-I- + ‘Gf, YYWAA the judge threw the whole 
ac. oats tH} / case out of court and the 
I guess... bad news is I just got 
————— charged a hundred-and-fifty 
bucks for this big bottle 
of Pom Perignon 
here. 


AW 
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You're OFF 
the hook, you 
lucky little 
runt. 


Oh my God. Are 


Way ~e you sure? Are 
to go, : you a hundred 
percent certain 
about this? 


Oh my 
God! This is huge. 

This is unbelievable. 
How did they end up 
throwing this out of court? 
I thought this case was a 
foregone conclusion! 


Oh, man. I don't know 


whether to laugh or cry. 
I don't even drink. This is 
crazy. I can't believe the 
guys came through 
for me like this... 


A hundred and 
ten percent. 
Right, boys? 


Well, it was until your 
buddies on the team 
marched into court and 
pointed out how The Hulk 
almost single-handedly 
saved the world from 
an alien invasion, 
son. 


IF it wasn't for 
you, we'd be pushin’ 
up the daisies right 
now and executing 
the boy who saved 

our necks back there 
might be a tad 
ungrateful, don't 
you think? 


Believe it, man. Now let's 

raise a toast to getting 

you out of this stupid cell 
altogether, huh? 


You and me 
Know you got that 
Hulk problem under 
control again, but 
I figure it's time to 
show the rest of 

the world. What 
d'you say, boy? 


= 


= / Proceed 
as planned, 
gentlemen. 


Absolutely, 
General. 


Tony, you connected 
with the battleship yet? 
This thing's going off in 
T-minus four minutes, 


Why did you do 


f that to him? Why 


did you have to 
lie to him like 
that? 


Betty, c'mon. 
You've seen what 
happens when he gets mad. 
We tell him he just got the 
death penalty who knows 
what's gonna happen next? 


IF we hadn't tranquillized 
him, there's a forty-percent 
chance he could'a' torn a 
hole in that cell, you Know 
what I'm saying? This was all 
for the best. You Know it 
was all for the best. 


Hank's made 
sure he's gonna 
be out for the 
whole thing, 
right? 


I'm 
hardly going to 
screw up my last 
assignment. 


Justa 
Secong... 
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+ He still 
r= Out cold? = 


f | ‘4 \ i / A ie > 
Sleeping like a baby, Nick. \ : 

Y It’s hard to believe this is —é Vi \ SS \S 

2, even happening. He's like W f AN “a 


a little bag of bones lying 
here, It just feels obscene. 


= La Lit JM . 
Tony, we've been over this 
§ 


VV 
Better get out 
of there, Mister Stark. 
sSafe-zone’s 15 miles 
with a one-megaton 


WA picks 
\ Se fio" 
les 


“My dear 
friends." 


"I Know that serious 
scientists aren't 
supposed to believe 
in the concept of an 
afterlife. 


“There's no proof, after 
all. No empirical data to 
suggest that there's 
anything beyond the here- 
and-now and yet here I 
am talking to you all from 
beyond the grave itself. 


ag 


mutt 


| “What does that |. <= \S 3 & 


teach you? i ae ff fs 
YR Ras : 


“To me, it's a perfect illustration 
that the world is afar more complex | 
place than even the brightest among 

us would dare to imagine. 


“My uncle was a wildlife fj 
photographer and } 
patiently nurtured my 
earliest interests in 
both plants and animals. 


“I remember a little 
caterpillar we'd grown 
fond of during that 
long, hot July. A tiny 


with and stroked and 
made up some child- 
like name for. 


“How heartbroken we were fj 
when he seemed to have died. } 
When he curled up tight in a 
silken cocoon and didn't 
make a move for days. 


“We cried and cried and cried, but my 
uncle explained that nothing truly dies. 
Change was merely taking place as ice 
becomes water and water becomes 
gas and he was right, you Know. 


“In amatter of days, 
a butterfly hatched 
from that hard, little 
chrysalis and took 
off in search oF 
something far more 
interesting than Bruce 
Banner and his high- 
pitched cousin." 


“So don't weep for me, my 
friends, because science insists 
that I have not died. Enerdy just 

always changes state and I 
refuse to believe that human 
consciousness is the sole 
exception to this 
universal law." 
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“Remember me fondly as Till WV 
remember you. In all my years, 
I never had friends so dear. 
In all my years, I never had a 
group Of people whom I truly 
felt such an integral 
part of. 

“For this and 
everything else you 
have given me these 
last eighteen months 

you have Bruce Banner's 
eternal and everlasting 
gratitude." 


That was awful. I can't 
believe we were his best 
friends. I don't think I even as 
spoke to the guy for more /pon't. it's too 


than ten minutes. horrible. You don't 
even want to think 
about someone being 

} that lonelu. 
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C'mon, honey. * 
Let's go hit the 
bars and see 
him ofF He stule, 


je sm teh Aids tb 
mini! : 


Good afternoon, Or. Pym. 

You had two missed calls 

while you were attending 
Or. Banner’s memorial 


Service. 


ASSESS 
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One was from Evergreen = 
Feal Estate with cetails 
of an apartment in the 
price-range You Were 
looking for. 


The second was from 
Or. Brankin regarding those 
missing Ultron designs 
the Department requires before 
4 =you Officially leave. Shall I 
call him back for you? 


Cree ee 


The hell you will. Those are 
my designs, computer. I want 
to see Brankin sweat 
for a while. 


received and FY 


understood. *] 


fe 
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Incaming call from 
unknown location, Doctor 
Pym. Number purposely 
withheld. Caller message 
running now. 
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Drug busts? 
Hostage situations? 
House fires? This is just 
the stuff the emergency Are the Ultimates 
crews have beendoing really worth that extra 
for years, Mrs. Pum. 4 eighty-seven billion dollars 
Nick Fury just secured 
from Congress? 


C'mon, Dave. 

We do all that stufF 
in our spare time. Our 
main job is still national 
defense. You ever see 
a Polaris Missile save 
a kid from a burning 
building? 


Well, we had your 
friend Betty Ross on 
last week talking about her 
feelings after the execution You ever hear 


of Bruce Banner, but you've from your ex-husband 
obviously had your fair after he was dismissed 


share of heartache from the team for that 
too, Jan. disgusting behavior 
: last year? 


Not directly, but 
I hear Hank's keeping 
busy enough. It's all in the 
hands of our attorneys 
right now so I'm afraid I 
can't say too much. 


Urging anti-war 
protestors to do 
whatever it takes? 
Sounds to me like Thor's 
trying to stir things up, 
Jan. Can't you guys have 
a word in his ear and 
straighten this 
hippie out? 


Well, Thor might not 
be a member of the team 
anymore, but he's aprivate That said, ifhe keeps 
citizen and entitled to spreading these stupid 
his opinion. rumors that we're being 
sent to The Gulf with some 
European super-guys, I'm 
gonna have to give 
that naughty boy a 


Six Foot three, two 
hundred and eighty pounds 
Of super-soldier muscle 
mass and a face like 
Brad Pitt? 


How does it feel 
to be living with a guy 
who's just been voted 

The Sexiest Man in 
America, Mrs. Pum? 


To tell you the 
truth, I think he’s 
the lucky one, 


Steve, what 
the hell are you 
doing in this dump? 
There's sweat stains 
on the carpet as 
y\ oldasmy mother. 


Just goes to show people actually “YW the Triskelion has a ten million 
work out down here, Jan. I hate all dollar sports facility and you're 
those other gums with their iPods and paying ten bucks an hour to hang 


% their MTV and their stupid, overpriced around something that looks 


f 


This place has been here 
since the thirties, honey. 
I used to pass it every 
day on the way to my old 
job at the bakery. You've 
no idea how much it 
means to be a member 
now. 


Not tonight. We're 
going to that ballroom 
dancing thing with 

Bucky and Gail. 


oe 


Oh, jeez. It's not that I don't 
want to go or anything. I mean, 
Bucky and Gail are hilarious, 
but... 


Well, don't you 
think it might be 
nice to hang out 

with someone our 
own age every 
once in a while? 


isotonic drinks. like a prison workout 


Yeah, well. Just remember to 
shower before you come home. 
We're going over to Hawkeve's 

place for dinner tonight. 


Tony and Natasha 
are maybe coming too 
and Wanda and Pietro 

just called to say they 
were definite. é 


Oh, God. I forgot 
about that. Can't we 
put them off? 


I already bought 
tickets and booked 
the cars. You can't put 
them off. Bucky's been 
looking forward to this 
for ages. Gail bought 
a new dress and had 
her hair done this 
afternoon. 


What are 
you talking 
about, baby? 


7 Bucky and 
Gail were a year 
behind me at 
school. 


THE BILLIONAIRE 
BACHELOR CLUB, 
SWITZERLAND: 


IF I could have 
your attention 


for amoment, please, 
gentlemen. 


What the blazes are you doing 
here, Jarvis? Someone told me 
you were about to dish the dirt 
in some what-the-butler-saw 
memoir you'd managed to 
strike a deal for. 


Oh, I'm afraid loyalty to my 
employer far outweighed that 
little offer, Sir James...as did 
the check young Master Tony 
had the good sense to cut by 
way of compensation. 


No, L still run his household at this 
precise moment in time and have traveled 
here on Master Tonu's behalf to impart 
the most terrible of news. 


Don't tell me 
he's had another 
suicide attempt. 

I thought this whole 
Iron Man business 
was Keeping Tony's 
black dog at bay 

for a while. 


Oh, it's far worse than 
suicide, Mister Rockefeller. 
I'm here to inform you that 
your dear friend and fellow 
bachelor has finally found 
the harlot of his : 
dreams, sir. Mister Tony 
as Stark has fallen 
in love. 


StupetersburgiRUSSIa; 


You thought of ; 
a good name uet, \ Ye. A (3 
Miss Romanov? wee pr a 


ont A Mm ra Well, Tony suggested 

: { f 3) 4 Cybernatrix or Iron 

pF :. % yy y) Maiden, tut I think 
tom = ss S| they both sound a little 
Tt silly, Mister Hogan. 
5 “SD 


ee Mae) = There's plenty of black in 
this birthday gift he designed 
for me so Black Widow still 
works, don’t you think? 
Approaching mach three... § 


You look amazing in 
that armor, Natasha. You 
look like something out of 

one of those dirty little 
Japanese cartoons and 
IT must confess that I'm 
quite turned on. 


The suit was 
only half the 
SUIprise. 


You should have seen the dirty 
look Janet Pym gave me when I 
told her about all the other stuff 

you delivered this morning. 


She hates me more than 
all the others put together. 
Can you believe she told 
Hawkeye I was only 
after your cash? 


You're the first real person 
T’ve ever actually met, 
Natasha, and one thing the 
tumar has taught me is never 
to pass up a golden 
opportunity when I see one. 


It's the mast 
amazing present I've 
ever had, darling. The 

nanites feel like a 
second skin... 


Well, that's because 
she's never seen me 
naked...or seen how 
unhappy I was when I 
was dating Christina, 
Paris and all the rest of 
those little airheaos. 


The other half 
of the Surprise, 
of course. 


Are those 
people? 


Three millian of them, 
Sweetie: The entire population 
of your ald home city. You 
wouldn't believe how long it 
took to organize them like this. 
Or how many labor laws 
T had to break. 


Still, a hundred 
dollars a head and a warm 
| cup of coffee and it's amazing 
how long these guys can 
stand around in the snow. 


No, 
darling. Not 
too soon. 


You always cry = Nigmearee No, Happy. Just 
when people pop ; billionaires. 
the question, : : 
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MDA 
Please! I'm an 
American citizen! 
This was supposed 
tobe a peaceful | a, 
demonstration! 


weren't going [fe 
! 


to-- 


The hell happened to the security 
detail? We're supposed to have six 
& guys on this place twenty-four 


Tsk. Can never 
figure out these 
stupid things. 


What 
happened? 


--yet to hear a statement from 
the Italian authorities, but Thor's 
shocking attack on the city's police 

has been condemned by-- 


. 


Mommy! Mommy! 
Daddy's coming up the 
~~ 


i i 
driveway Now! _, is 


y They're helping Mrs. Bernstein get 


her cat out of the dryer. It doesn't 
matter. I've been trying to call 
you, Clint. Didn't you get 
my messages? 


Y \t's Thor. He finally 
flipped. He just took 
out a hundred /talian 
cops and Nick Fury's 

_ called an emergency 

meeting. ; 


I think they're 
sending you to 
Europe. 


‘The Dome} Brussbls: 


eh =s ' 
e poh A\\ 
n i easy 
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Ladies and gents, I'd like you ’ Gir Jameshasbeen ™~ 
all to meet Professor Sir James overseeing the super- 
Braddock of the European soldier program out here 
. Defense Initiative. for the last two years and 
= he's as big aname inbio- | \ 
engineering as Bruce y 
Banner was back 


ore 


Excuse the mess, 
but we're still six to 
eight months from 
going public with this 
lace. Anyone fancy 
a cup of tea? 


uh, it's Captain Fl Wf, on. Ea Oh, Tony's hilarious, 
Britain, right? Tony | 7. isn't he? Everyone here 
was telling me all | i ss \ just absolutely 
about that submarine | ¢\ *% y 7 3 Pm AN ; loved him. 
rescue you guys did ? oN ; ——s ¥ Pes \ Za 
a few weeks back. 7 A? i 2 a We've all been 
That was pretty \\f . very excited about 
R amazing. Type meeting you too, 
CS | Captain. Did you know 
= lLused to have a poster 
Of you On my wall when 
I was a pupil up at 
Fettes College in 
’ Edinburgh? 


Other boys it was John Lennon At x. Don't listen to him. I designed 
and Che Guevara, my son it was i ; the exo-suit. He's just ugly enough 
the ultimate icon of military / . to look intelligent. 
imperialism. | 


| =L7 + 
fA / BrianBraddock, & 
fe ladies and gentlemen. 
Captain Britain. The only 
4 man under seventy- 
five who'd agree to 


wear a Union Jack 
on his chest. 


Over here is Carlos 
Fraile from Spain and 
Hugo €therlinck 

» from France. 
The Parliament 
hasn't finalized 
their code-names 
yet, but we're thinking |. 
Captain Spain and [ 
Captain France 


anyway. Just to 
keep things nice 


Eh, don't blame me 

for the protests. Not 
| my fault if security 
| dunno how to keep 


: secret. 


a 
== 
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Our moody Italian friend 
¥/ over there is Umberto Landi. 
4 Captain Italy. You might have 
seen those leaked training 


@ photographs of him on 
i> the news lately. 


There's nine member states Exactly. And what 

involved in the initial stage 4 \ does any of this have 
of the program, but these are , to do with Thor? 

the only ones ready for the 
kind of combat you're about 


to get involved in. perhaps 


you could 
explain... 


Okay, my name is Gunnar Golmen. 
I have been heading up the Norwegian 
team for the last twenty-four 
months. 


We did a lot of 
market research 
before we started 
work on our country's 
representative and the 
national icon we selected 
was THOr, the Viking 
God of Thunder. 


“Using Norse iconography, I 
designed a harness that would 
imbue the wearer with flight, 
durability and a level of strength 
unseen in even the mutant 
community-- 


America's super- 
soldier serum and 
opted for a bio- WS 
Mg mechanical approach |f 
lag =6to the post-human 
@ we were developing. 


‘This hammer could 
ionize the environment 
and artificially manipulate 
the weather or even use 
its four-dimensional engine 
to teleport the wearer 
anuwhere in the world. 


Awe 27 & 


| a | 
all the super-soldiers we 


designed here, Thor was 
unquestionably the most formidable 
and would have been the leader 
were it not for my lunatic brother. 


“Obviously, you've all 
met Thorlief. Or Thor, 
as he's been calling 
himself since he stole 
my damn hardware.” 


I only wish it were, 
Mister Stark. I've 
always been very 
close to my brother, 
you understand. 


He might be a 
little odd and lack 
social skills, but he’s 
all the family I have 
and I tried to spend 
a lot of time with him 
after his nervous 


“He was a nurse 
himself before he 
8 went into the hospital. 
«| Always interested in 
| animals and the 
environment. I never 
thought he could hurt 
me like that. Or do 
what he did to 


this place..." 


That was eighteen 
months ago. Eighteen 
months and we're still 

picking up the pieces 
of what we lost 
that night. 


What's he saying? That's exactly what he's saying, Jan. 


Is Thor a fake? Is his We've known about this right from the 
hammer and stuff start, but figured it was time 
just stolen : gh - , everyone else got brought 
hardware? ‘ up to speed. 


This doesn't make sense 
at all. IF Thor was running 
( ~ 4 around with stolen goods 
why didn't you do 
something before 
now? 


Besides, Thorlief might have had 
his problems, he might have had 
these insane delusions, but 
nobody could say his heart 

wasn't in the right place. 
a mie, 


So what 
do you want 
us to doP 


I'm sorry. 
I don't know 
if Lcan do 
this. 


Like what? Thor was 
designed to be the most 
powerful superhuman on 

the planet. That belt 
protects him from even 

psychic attacks. Were 
you gonna take 
him down? 


He helped you guys out a few times, 
yeah? It's just this recent stuff that's 
been dangerous...encouraging violence 

against democratically-elected 
governments. 


Bring him in tonight. 
Before this gets 
any worse. 


I want all seven 
OF you to work with 
these guys from the 

European Division 
and, of course, you'll > ’ ¥ 
be backed to the hilt o, 
by our conventional S 

people too. 


Believe me, man. I don't 
want it any more than you 
do, but the guy's becoming 
a serious problem 
out there. 


Unbelievable. This 
is just completely 
unbelievable... 


Way to ruin 
our first team- 
up, Nick. 


I want you 
to get everyone 
Out of here. 


20 tah ey 


| 
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7 \sthis it? 
{ Is this how 
it's going to 
end? 
Creeping up 
on me like I'm some 
kind of criminal? 


aaa 7 T'mnot going anywhere! ¥» 


> ‘el Just dive my friends time to ¥ 
get out of here, eh? At A 


least offer me that 
courtesy! 


‘em twenty minutes 
to pack their things. 
We don't want civilian 
casualties any more 
than he does. 


— 


IF you think we're leaving 
you behind like this you're 


out of your mind. 


But if we stay, Now Just go and take 
too, they won't 
be able to 


attack. 


who's being the others with you, 
crazy? 


huh? T'll be fine. Just 
have a little faith 
and this will all 
work out. 


\ 


Tl 


You don't 
have to do this, 
Captain. 


IF you stay you're only 
going to get killed. Trust 
me. I Know what I'm doing 

here. I knew this would 


happen sooner or later and 
I'm ready for whatever 
they throw at me. 


Forest is clear 
for a mile in every 
direction. U.S. and 


European units are 
on standby and 
awaiting further 

orders. 


Roger 
that, Eagle- 
One. 


Oh, 
yes we 
do. 


You're being tricked. 
Deceived by my evil 
half-brother. This is all 
Loki's masquerade. Don't 


you see? He can shuffle 
time and space. He just 
made all this up. 


We've read 


your file, Thor. 


This is all in 
your head. 


Thor, for 
God's sake. 


It happened in the 
restaurant while I was 
talking to Volstagg. 


I didn't notice 
at the time, but 
there was aripple 
in the scenery. Just 
before he gave things 
a little nudge and 
turned all those 
dates and times 
against me. 


Please, Thor. 
Don't make this any 
harder than it has to be. 


That guy you met back at the 
complex. He isn't real. He's the 
Asgardian God of Mischief and 
he's laughing up his sleeve at 
you. He only sent you here to 
spoil my father's mission. 


Thar, will 
you stop? 


You're sick. Don't you understand? 
You're a danger to yourself and a danger 
to other peaple now. 


No, you only 
think that because 

Loki's twisted reality. 

That's what he does. 
Don't you see? He just 

@ twists things around 

\ to cause problems 

for me. 


Cap, for God's 
sake! Make them 
listen to me, 
huh? 


> 
‘ You're nuts 
a and you're going 
. down. 


Yaga Magen! \ \\\ 
\V 
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Eagle-one, this is sparrow-hawk: 
we got the freaks a mile from ground You are 
zero and transport is good clear to 
attack, sir. 
Over. 


What's the ~ 7 ; Not a chance. You 
matter with Y ge\ really think we're 
you guys? In _ = i gonna just walk 

the trucks! M —_ ; away qe eave 

. < im? 


The hell are 


This is a superhuman situation, stupid. 
you gonna do 


You hang around here, one of those things | ‘g : 
Y / for him? 


is gonna fly straight through you. 


Doesn't matter. 
Thor's our leader 
and some of us came 
halfway around the 
world to hear what 
he had to say. We're 


not gonna turn our : 
x backs on him now. 
I dunno. Pray, 
I guess-- 
Just let him 
know that some oF 


us still believe U 


Get his belt! That's the source 
of his powers! Get his belt and he 
won't be able to whip up the 


Captain America and “YD As long as he's 
Hawkeye are going to i, wearing that belt 
get crucified out N ee we designed, Thor's 
there, General. = ’ the most powerful 
y superhuman on the 
face of the 


Something else is 
moving towards them... 
five or six hundred miles 
an hour and getting 
faster and faster... 


> 


Tell him to go for the 
belt. That's our number 
one priority. Without the 
belt, Thor's completely 
powerless. 


A brain- 
freeze worked when 
we took down the Hulk. 
No reason it shouldn't 
do the same again. 


DON'T 
Loy SWALLOW! 

DON'T 
eu SWALLOW! 


There's 
areality out there 
where you're a baby seal 
getting clubbed by a million 
Eskimos, Thor. I'm going to 
find it and bring it here. 


Thar, for Goo's 
Sake. You're acting 
like a lunatic. Just 

Calm Down and 
SUITENDEr, you 
idiot. 


50 they_can use us in the 
Middle East, right? So they 
can deploy The Ultimates in 
Asia? 


- Can't you 
see what they're... 
doing here, Tony? 
They're trying to 
silence... the 
conscience of 
the team... 


I've heard it all before, 
Thor, and it's really getting 
old. You're a paranoid 
schizophrenic. You need 
psychiatric help. 


I'm sorry, Thor. I 
just don’t believe 


Tony, please. You 
have to understand... 
Fury's information was 
just Loki screwing with 

reality. None of that 
stuff is real... 


Natasha needs backup! 
Go! Keep him off balance! 
We can't give him a chance 
to summon up the 
lightning! 


Natasha this 
violent back 
home, Tony? 


Only when I 
ask her nicely. 


Hippie 
scum! 


“Youcan 
afford it. 


You and your filthy friends 
back there! Who do you think © 

pays for all thase welfare : 

checks you people draw? 


= 


you people? You know what crives me up 
the wall? You grow up here with everything 
and then you bite the hand that feed's you! 


The baby! 
What have you 
done to my 
baby? 


I was three 
months pregnant, 
you idiat. Tany and T 
hadn't told anybody 
yet, but... 


you Done to 
me, Thar? 


Natasha, 
I'm sorry. 
Tjust... 


I'm going 
to microwave 
his Grain. 


boasting 
and hurry 


Af, 
\ 


--he's stronger 
than he looks. 


§ Get his belt off. 


Get his belt off ie 


and we wan't 


have to DO this. 
<J 


Thor, stop struggling 
4 and we won't have to & 
hurt you as much... 


4 Hold him 
dawn. I'm 


\ coming in. Natasha, bring | 
= x 7 


the neuron | 
727 scrambler on-§ 
\ line. 


Tony, we got a ‘i 
storm brewing =a 
out there, 


He's almost 
out, Nick. Another 
aEEoY ang he'll 
PB... 


Py 
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How dare 
\ youlayahand } 


VM 


I want anyone still 
mol standing to groupon_ ¥ 
eee Thor! Iwant him nailed 
6 ee and Iwant that belt! Jan, 
f A give me asit-rep, honey! |) 
} f What the hell are you / 
", oO”. doing in there? 


a 


a 


I tried to 
explain. I really 
did. What happens 
now is nobody's 
fault but your own, 
you ingrates. 


i 


yr 


\ 
} 


a 
m 


wt 


Ais MY mas eee 


Va 


{ Damn placeisa 


deathtrap. 


\ You kiss 
Ww your mom with 


that mouth, 
~ soldier? 


a inal 


jaevatte! 
wal "r Tete. 


/ Icame here 
to save the world 
and all you've done 

is try to crucify 


He's going to Kill us. 
we're too late. He's 
completely super- 
ionized up there. 
Nobody can stop 
him now. 


We R Ie YZ ESD || ‘ Yours the only AX\' \ I can't, Wanda. 
” Pietro? Pi PE IES one whocando \\ N Icant even 
eee é ‘ Ven this, darling. The \ Way \\ stand up 
: a only one fast RY) TAIN anymore. 
. enough to snatch a 2\ 
that wretched 
belt of his... 


He hurt me, Pietro. 
I was truing to 
disable him and he 
hit me with Captain 

; Britain. 


He really hurt \ 


me. Have you 
seen the size 

of that man? 
He almost broke 


You're going to 
die for this, Loki. You 
hear me, trickster? 
This charade you've 


Quicksilver 
to anyone. 


1 NS 


i 
pe 


Well, : 
that was 
pleasant. 


Just give the 
word and he gets 
some instant 
ventilation, 

x Cap. 


The Triskelion: 


“af — 


Oh, what's the matter, 
Thor? You're not angry 
with me, are you? 


You know there's 
no malice in what 
I've done here. This 
is all just part of the 
game, right? This is 
what we always 
do. 


Fury told me this used 
to be Bruce Banner's cell 
and pretty much the 
biggest one they've got 
down here in the Holding 
Area. 


I know it’s all 
a bit plain right now, 
but once they've 
moved your stuff over 
here you really won't 
recognize the place. 
It'll be your little home 
away from home. 


How did you get 
in here? I told 


them I didn't 
want anu 
visitors. 


Ah, but that wasn't me. 
I Knew I'd get the blame 
for that, but I really had 
absolutely nothing to do 

with outing Banner to 
the press. 


Between you 
and me, you have 
a wolf in the 
fold, Thor. 


Oh, yes. There's a traitor in 
your team and one of these 
"super-soldiers” isn't quite as 
noble as they seem. I think 
you'll be surprised when 
you find out who. 


They're working 
for some friends 
of mine and, together 
with what I have in mind, 
the next few months 
should be very 
entertaining. 


if 


\ 


iu 


You really think I 
asked permission? 
You really think I had 

to use a door? 


My dear brother, 
Ican step anywhere 
in this little three- 
dimensional realm 
you're so fond oF 
as easily as you 
can take a Walk 
in a park. 


My father sent 

me here to save 
this world, Loki. 

N This isn't a dame 


a we're playing. ? 


This is a 
matter of life 
and death and 
you've already 

had poor Banner 
killed with your 
pranks. 


There's aman 
outside my cell! You 
didn't let him in and he's 
4 standing right outside my 
cell! [t's my half-brother 
from Asgard! It's Loki! 
LOOK at him! 


Man, there's nobody 
outside your cell. Get 
some sleep, huh? IF you 
need any help, I'll ask 
Doctor Brankin to 
come by with some 
tranquilizers. 


Oh, poor Thor. Poor, poor 
{ little Odinson. \t must be 
| so frustrating being teased 
by a foe who can shuffle 
reality like a pack of 


“What if this 
is just allin 
your head? 


Hey, Tony. How's it going, man? 
Sorry to get you out in the middle 
of the night, but we got ourselves 

a little situation here. 


How's your 
neck, by the 
way? 


That's cool. That's cool. How 
you feeling about this whole Thor 
thing now? The Norwegian trip was 
tough on everybody, but I know 
you guys were especially 
tight. 


You okay 
with the way 
things panned 


God, I don't think 
anybody was okay 
with it, but what else 
could we do? The guy 
was delusional. We had 
to stop him before 
he hurt himself more 
than anything else. 


C'mon, I got a bow 
and arrow, man. We'd 
all have been great 
back there if somebody 
had given us a little 
Iron Man suit. 


A little stiff down the 
left side, but the medics 
gave me some pretty 
decent painkillers. 


What's going on, 
Nick? What's all 
this about? 


Problems, 
man. Big 
problems... 


You did good, 
Tony. Made more 
of an impact than 
me and Hawkeye 

did anywau. 
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ame ”) , >, \ \\ a \) MS Via Bist ; i Not because all the lemmings 
When L look at these i \ \\’ \\ Bi’ eae im] are clapping with great, big goofy |-2 
} new Giant Men they've S \\ q j : smiles on their faces. Not even 
developed,I really just f ¢ : | because I'm on my way to an 
want to slit my wrists. HANSoR Aats RANA sia SU Ee 
7, b 
|, ry 


yi q a 
W I'm upset because they've 


broken the sixty-foot ceiling 
Ijust couldn't crack whenI i 
was Giant Man and, frankly, 
that degrades me asa 
scientist. 


My name is Doctor Hank Pum and, iF 
there was an ounce of justice in this 
world, that would be me up there. 


\\_\\ 
— Mu first meeting 
— with The Defenders: 


Awesome to 


hook up with you, 


Giant Man. 


Nice to meet 


you too, ah, Nighthawk. 
Hope I didn't hold you 


You forget 
your uniform, 
Doctor Pym? 


My name's Patsy Walker, 
by the way, but everyone 
calls me Hellcat. You'll 
have to excuse me getting 
all flustered, but I've 
never actually met a 
celebrity before. 


And what 
do you do 
exactly? 


guys up or anything? 7 


if 
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Nah, we still waiting on 
The Black Knight, anywau. 
He don't finish work till a 

little after seven and the 

traffic's a nightmare over 
the Brooklyn Bridge since 
they rebuilt it. 


\ 


Oh, I don't wear a uniform 
when I'm this size. The Giant 
Man costume is sixty feet 

long and in a lock-up 
downtown. I have to grow 
full size before I can 
climb into it. 


Really? I 
didn't Know 


I'm kind of a female Thor. 
That's why I've got all the 
Norse symbolism and 
stuff going on in the 
costume. 


Really? Weather powers WV) il bh 
are pretty cool. Thor was / Yy 
amazing when we were f Le wAN 
fighting The Hulk back in é <a 
Times Square. j 


} Well, try to 
imagine Thor without 
the weather powers... 


You got a magic PELP ..but I can bench-press 
~ hammer? _ / Z y : two-fifty and I'm something 
a oN 5 Ah cr of a martial arts 
Can you WM ° a = expert. 


What about ‘ 
you? Are you 


Listen, I Know we're not exactly 
what you're used to with The members, but he's on a psuchic 
Ultimates and everything, but we've house call right now and two of 
got some real heavy hitters on = ‘ the X-Men are talking about 
this team too, you Know. r — coming over once we get our 


You're 
getting 
funding? 


Oh, sure. That's why I told you 
to hang onto your receipt for 
the cab and any other expenses 
you might have. 


Super-hero teams 
are the next big thing 
and we've got eight 
more companies willing 


Actually, the Giant Man 
powers are still owned 
by the U.S. government 
and I'm kind of in a legal 
dispute with them 


/ Ohno. Does 
{ that mean you 
can't join the 
. team? 


right now. 


Maube not as Giant Man, 
but I make up new ideas 
for super heroes all the 
time. This is something I 
cooked up a few months 
back and been tweaking , 
( 


IF it's anything 
noisy, we'll have to go 
outside. The landlord cracked 
up last time we had a... 


Right in front of you, 
Nighthawk. This is the 
new super hero I've 
made up. I'm calling 
myself Ant Man now. 
This helmet lets me 
talk to ants. 


Can you believe 
we've finally got 
somebody on the 
team with real 
super-powers? 


ty — 
I refuse to feel guilty about this. l 
She's nineteen years old, for God's 


sake. She was using me as much as it J { 
I was using her. 


So what if I told her I'd 
introduce her to Spider-Man 
and the x-Men? Everyone 
exaggerates when they're 
trying to get someone 
into bed. 


Can't sleep. Valkyrie's 


snoring and my head's 

still spinning from all 
those vodkas we downed 
after the meeting. 


7, <| | a 
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I've only got another week 


until my appointment with Fury 
and these two Liltron robots 


are my last real chance of 


getting out of the pathetic 


rut I'm in right now. 


Nobody else will 
touch me after 
what I did to Janet 
=| and my face being 
splashed all over 
the newspapers. 


I've got nothing else 
in my life right now. I've 
never been this low. Is 

it really too much to 

expect the super heroes 


to save me like they're 
saving everybody else 
out there? 


— 
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And I appreciate that, 
Nick. I really do. That's 
why I've started focusing 
on these androids. 


Hank, I've told you a million times: 
It doesn't matter how many super- 
hero identities you create for 
yourself...we just can't have 
you back on the team. 


They're not quite ready yet, Vv Captain America might be durable, 
but when they are, Liltron and but he's still a human being. What I'm 
the Vision Two here willbe as _ offering youhere is utterly expendable 
strong as any of the super- war machines... 
soldiers and completely 
under S.H./.E.L.D. 
command. 


Man, we can't put you \ 
back on a salary. You 
have any idea how close |} 
they're watching us 
right now? 


embarrass \V 
me like this. 


N 


these ideas for free, Nick. 


I'm not asking (| |X 
for a salary. I'm giving you L > 
I'm only trying to help. Ane 


a) 


J | 
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= \aling 4 al’ [ 
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a A, yay 
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Di, 
oncom 


Nf 


We got a level 
eight security situation 
and the whole team's about 
to be briefed on how we're Please. 
gonna respond. Just let it 
go. 


you this stufF 
for free. 


=.= 


Se 
- l 


What are 
you doing 


yt read in the papers 
you're seeing somebody 
again. Is it true she's 


but we're really more 
friends than anything 
else. She and I are 
just doing a little 
corporate work 
for this Pefenders 


martial arts 

expert, by the 

way. Looks at 

least twenty- 
five. 


Well, you're 
looking good, } | 
anyway... 4 | 


Youhavea \ 
meeting with 
Nick or 
something? 


Well, he, uh, asked me to come in and 
have a talk about these new robots I'm 
“{/ putting together, but everything's still at the 
\ planning stage, y'know? We're just talking... 


hair looks 


ms) | fantastic. 
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Wy 


. ~ & | Walk awau, 

: L Pum. 
just flirting with 
that machine? 


\" \. : . 
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You really need 
humiliate the 


to 


head through 
that wall. 


jour 
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The Big 
Assignment: 
ie i 3 a 
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Ten minutes we've been VV 
truing to hail a cab and now 
lron Man's just going to ! 


waltz in there and grab | HH ml Za 


all the glory. 


TBR 
ey 
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LAGAY. 
Mary | 
ne 


\ uh, sure. C 
Obviously saving : 
lives is a huge 
‘A 


motivating factor 
Hey, man. Is 


GC 


Mp inwhy Iwear the 
costume but... 


in town? 


» 


Would somebody 
please get this 


’ Tthink you probably Y 


there a role- fs 
playing convention /} 


Y He's The Black Knight, 


you moron. What's the 
matter with you? Don't 
you read the 4 
papers? 


[~ This is just too depressing for 
words. I mean, why is Spider-Man 
considered a super hero and we aren't? 
What's the line you have to cross? 


Giant Man's right. It's all 


4 need to do something / about the marketing. That's why 


heroic... 


\ My cousin says he Knows these kids who're going 


/\ you talking } to break into a warehouse and steal thousands {2 


of cigarettes. 


ea 
I say we all 
show up in our 
costumes and 
give these little 
punks the fright 
of their freakin’ 
lives. 


I want full press coverage at 
this warehouse situation 
tomorrow night. 


) 
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Two ticks 
while I buzz 
my contacts 
in the media. 
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Okay, here's the deal: 
I get a shot of you in action, 
you all get your faces in the 
paper. Valkyrie shows a little 
leg and breast, I figure I can 
get you a full-color-page. 


Must be a hundred 
of these warehouses, 
Barbara. Kids'll probably 
have been and gone 
by the time we get 


What 
happened to 
The Black 
Knight? 


puny. a 


Oh, stop moaning, 
Hank. We all split up, 
we'll find them no 
problem. 


Caught in 
traffic over by 
the Lincoln Tunnel. 
Says he'll be here, 
but we should 
probably start 
without him. 


Easy. Ramono 
left the alarm off 


just like he said. We'll 
be in and outta here 
in fifteen minutes, 


Nevergonna \ just take whatever you can 


f §©6et all these carry, man. Zippo says he'll 
ma cigarettes in 
hecar... 4¢ just grab whatever you 

need. tt 


give us five bucks a box so 
eT Et 
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YY  Newsjust in , 
Hae { from the Surgeon 
General, bous... 
Zz VY : 
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da 


WT Me. *¢ 
Wl Mn 


Get off me, 
you idiot! hee 
breathe! 


Gino So &*! 
* am. ne 
he 3 Lp 


\ 


Lunatic Knocked my You figure he's got any * 


tooth out, man. money in this thing? Lots 7 = 
Hell's he thinking ¥ of little homemade pee * 
jumping on pomepeny 1) gadgets and stuff, \ <q 
like that? but... \ - 
es i 
i 
a MS 


= en s 
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Found fifty 
f bucks in one of 
ibaa rot : . the pouches. That 
ie Bee oa all you got in here, 
boyfriend super hero? 
after this? 


Whatchoo say? Cab home You wanna bea 
for the cab after your shift? Man, a super hero you gotta 
home after cab ain't no way for a learn to fly, dude. 


mu Shi ess super hero to 
= f travel. No, please. 
Don't... 


Ain't you gota 
Batmobile or a 
Bat plane or some 
other stupid thing? 


Valkyrie to Giant 
Man! Valkyrie to 
Giant Man! We've got 
to do something, 
Hank. Nighthawk’'s 
in trouble. 


Piece o' crap 
Knocked my tooth 
out, man. 


I'm doing my 
best. There's just 
not enough ants. 

I'm counting maybe 
thirty or forty, but 
nowhere near 
enough. 


Hank, for God's 

sake. Turn into 

Giant Man and 
help him... 


Lean’t. I 
don’t have my 
costume. 


I'm on it, Valkyrie. 
Another ten seconds 
and every ant in the 
harbor's going to be 
swarming all over 
these creeps. 


Smashed my mom's 
windshield up too. I say 
A we get the gasoline outta 
the trunk and torch 
this stooge. 


How d'you like this, 

huh? How d'you like 

gasoline allover , 
your face? 4 


Somebody 
get the 
matches... 


Hank, they're % 
going to set him 
on fire... 


@ 
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\a What the 
oy . hell--? 
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wn) | 


Hank! Back 
me up here, 


Barbara! “ RSS 
7 ode SS 
You idiot! }= 


Now that's 
what you calla 
front page... 


ty 


Fractured skull, broken ribs, a 
cracked pelvis andaruptured GSeSYw = 
spleen...not to mention a full- | The Defenders 
frontal picture of me in aren't exactly off 
every newspaper in 
America. 


You people don't 
really Know Pr. 
Strange at all, 

do you? 


Nope. Or Iceman. Or 
Colossus. Or any of the 
other x-Men we kind of 
hinted might be 


signing up. 


I'm not evena God, you must think 
martial arts Ireally, really suck, 


going for a 
orange belt 

the week after 

next and I failed 
my blue belt 
three times. 


Oh, honeu. Don't cru. 
C'mon, don't cru. We all 
make mistakes. Hell, I 
practically make an idiot 
of myself for a living. 


C'mon, let's go home. Let's go find 
——_~—Ssés ourselves a nice bottle of wine and 
LN go back to my place and just pretend 


tonight never happened, 
NS ie 


before we take 
off, there's something 
I've been meaning 
to ask you... 


...the timing might be a little weird, a 
but I've been trying to pluck up the “Heck I fee] \———E 
courage since the first night we ike such an idiot | 
spent together and... <\ bringing this up 


right now... 
ae | 
— - 
Hey, don't ~~ 7 
stupid. I'm a big a= i 
boy. What do you a _—_ 


want to ask? 


Do you think you 
could dress up as 
Captain America / 


for me? 
I think I'm 
pretty much at 
the lowest point 
T've ever been 
in my life. 


AP 


All wanted S | ] = = | ae nf | fj 
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was to be big, t| 
y'know? Now look at 
i ry] me: I'm a phone 
a | call away from 
— signing photographs 
at memorabilia 


TILIAEI Lita’ 


Well, you Know 


the best way to 


ae ic |= : 
Do what wel) —_ q |- 
ou did and ar = a 
4 an y- — 
— - | ai — 

Pay 


etray the 
team... 


/ \ON ewes! 


It's just hard to believe you're the . = A traitor is someone who 


one that's been creating all these 
problems for everybody. 


tie 


I mean, it all makes 
sense in a funny kind 
of way, but I just 
wouldn't have had 
you pegged asa 

) traitor. 


URLAEELS 


I never asked for Homeland 


¥ betrays what they believe 
¥\, in, Hank. This isn't a nation I 
believe in anymore. 


You should have seen 


Security or Guantanamo Bay their faces today, Hank. 


or this big preemptive strike , 


they made us do ona third- 
world country. 


“What are 
you talking 
. about? 


| 


They were terrified 
Of us. 


you seen the 


news? Oh, Hank. It's 


i been on every 
Ei channel... 


“,..we crippled a 
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“We didn't stop the atomic 


bomb with Robert Oppenheimer, | 


so why stop super-soldiers 


with The Liitimates? | I 


“Truthis that The fj 
Reserves have been 

in the cards right 
from the beginning." 


The) Mid-Atlantic: 


Y Ashraf! Quit messing around and 
get them back in their seats! No 
more toilet breaks! 


Oh, stop crying. Didn't you 
hear? We're flying into Paris 
to refuel. Aren't women 


supposed to love 


You hear him? Back in 
your seats or I start 
popping heads! No more 
toilet breaks until 
I say so! 


your attention, 
please. This is Captain 
America speaking via the 
in-flight communication 
system. 


The Liltimates have 
secured control of this 
aircraft and would urge 

all passengers to fasten 
their safety belts 
at the earliest 
opportunity-- 


Things are 
about to get 


Muhannad! 
What are we 


An apology 
might be a good 
place to start. 


Okay, terrorists are 
disarmed, Gut they're 
Still a threat. Somebody 
want to put some 
distance between them 
and the passengers? 


Man, this is y 
eres dl 
tr 


Time to show 
the world what 


Rocketman 
One? 
7 ad 


ps, 
ba Ff 
Ky Tis Ss 
aNY £3) Sa (\ 
: » 7? 
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af Rocketman < 
Two? 4 


Rocketman 
Three? 


—_ 


7 Wit awind- \ 
pocket and 
lost them for 

™ asecond... 


Everything's 
cool now. 


He ain't 
kidding. 


“Phase One had only nine 
/| super-soldiers, but that was 
just to get people used to 
the idea. The President and I 
want to increase this to a full 
twenty-six for Phase Two. 


“The Five Goliaths 
already saw action 
in The Gulf a few 
weeks back and 
there's seven or 
eight others ready 
to go public as soon 
as Dr. Brankin signs 
off on them. 


“Rocketmen One, 
Two and Three were 
customized from 
some of the early 
lron Man designs 
we finally convinced 
Tony Stark to 
part with. 


“The Four Seasons 
are just about ready; 
four marines from 
Wisconsin who all 

signed up on the Perri 
same day and SnORenaat 
couldn't believe their 
luck when I handpicked 
them for The Reserves. 


“Thunderbolt 
still needs a Few 
tweaks, Intangi- 

Girl's still a month 
away from being 
ready and we 
haven't even 
finalized what 
we're doing with 
Owen, Rusk and 
O'Donohue. 


“But the one 
that really has 
us psuched is 
Lieberman. 


“Outside of the 
Giant Men, he's 
the only one whose 
powers aren't 
completely 
dependent on the 
uniforms we've 
put together. 


“Enhanced speed, 
enhanced strength, 
skin close to 
indescructible and 
his brain hard-wired 
to the S.H.I.E.L.D. 
super-computer... 


When we first met, you 
“No wonder other were as Skinny as a rake, 
countries are losing General Fury. Too much fine 
sleep at night." wines and rich food since 
you become head of 
S.H.I.E.L.0., eh? 


How you doing, Viktor? 

Secretary of State said 

you wanted a word with 
me, man. 


We need to talk This new team of Liitimate What kinda nice, peaceful 
about these cowboy Reserves you have formed LEA: country has asecret nuclear 
adventures you've are causing me enormous ¢ A weapons stash, Vik? 
been having in nice, problems with my 4 4 ; aaa 
peaceful superiors. 
countries. 


There are protocols we 
follow in such situations. 
United Nations charters 
we have adhered to for 
over half a century. 


We do not, without 
warning, send super- 
soldiers into volatile 
situations in sovereign 
>» states. 


We sent my 
boys in to avoid 
a volatile 
situation. 


Your expansion 
of the Super-Soldier 
Program is in direct 
violation of the test- 
ban treaties. 


We turned a blind 
eye to The Ultimates 
as agesture of goodwill 
after 9-11, but we cannot 
ignore these new 
monsters. 


Don't make 
promises I can't 
keep, fat man. 


Hell, don't give me 
that garbage. Only 


| difference between you 
and me is that S.H.I.€.L.D. 
\ openly admits to our 


super-soldier 
program. ~ 
Sy Don't think we 


Just give me your 
assurance, that this 
was a one-off. Just 
promise me that you'll 
never deploy these 
super-men on foreign 
soil again. 


don't know what 


you're trying to 
put together 
in Asia. 


Then I am afraid I cannot 
be held responsible for 
whatever happens next. 
Excuse me, Mister 
President. 


7 OT A 


“Within the hour, I get a call 


from three Presidents and 
four Prime Ministers urging me 
not to take the world intoa 
Ptr tty.) whole new arms race. But they 
would say that, wouldn't they? 


“They want the 
world all to , I thought 
themselves. I told you not 
—— to call me 
anymore. 


i But this is 
ig, Mister Nix. ; 
This could be the Idon't have a 
biggest assignment 
of your entire 


career, Miss Malone. 
I look after my 
grandchildren now so 
my daughter can go to 
work without employing 
strangers to look 
after them. 


career. 


respect that, 
sir, I really do. 
But this assignment 
should appeal to your 
strong sense of 
righteousness and 
we thought we should 
speak to you before 
we made any other 


Who's the 
mark? 


General 
Nick Fury oF 
S.H.1.E.L.D. 


Reason? 


You think 
you could get 
someone to watch 
the kids next week 
while Daddy helps 
a friend? 


Well, I'm afraid our 
client didn't specify, but 
there's a strong indication 
that this massive enlargement 
of the super-soldier program 
he's conducting is a very 
personal project. 
General Fury has 
a lot of opposition within 
S.H.I.E.L.2 and the government J 
over these measures and 
should he be removed... 


... this superhero arms race he’s 
initiating could be stopped in its 
tracks. A new head OF S.H.I.E.L.P. with 
less hawkish tendencies could be 
hired and cooler heads would 
prevail. 


Morally, you 
make quite a convincing 
argument, Miss Malone. 
Would you excuse me for 
a second, please? 


“During breakfast there's a crisis in 
Sierra Leone. At lunchtime Janet Pym 
appears and tells me she's worried she 
isn't getting as much newspaper coverage |//iaeas 
as the rest of The Litimates. Relax, Summer. We got some of 
! You lookfantastic, | the best artists and 
- man. designers in the world 
“At two p.m. there's some worruing fj working on this stuff and 
troop movements near the Gaza jf market research says the 
Strip and at three Summer has a next wave of superheroes 
costume fitting... is gonna be really 
, colorful. 


Well, Frankly, I 
what do you think it looks very 
think? effeminate. 


Why can't I have Because Summer means 
black leathers and blue skies and golden rays. 
stuff like super heroes Besides, black leather's been 
have in the movies? as dead as the dodo since 
Matrix Revolutions 
obliterated it for 
everyone. 


Intel just confirmed there's 
a price on your head, sir. Word 
is the Russians or the Chinese 
have hired a Mister Nix 
for the job. 


Sys 


Si Sa a 


- World's greatest hit-man 
for over half a century. Never What makes him 


missed a target, never been unique is that he doesn't 
caught and disappeared four years ask for moneu... just one 
ago, much to S.H.I.E.L.D.'s good reason why the world ; 
annoyance. would be a better place Operation 
without whoever he's been / Green Man on Patch me 
asked to off. A the line now through. 
too, sir... 
Top ofthe \ 
class, Mister } 
Lieberman. 4 


a The) Himalayas:: > 
AAA ; faraswecan 


! tel...and all well- \ 
How many bodies \ known bandits, } 
are we talking this #_. \ accordingto | 
time, Rocketman : ~— the locals. ZA NSS 
One? : —F Thethree “ 

, survivors were . 
French-Canadian \ 
climbers and said ; 

» the guy who saved 
‘em was small and 
white and spoke 
.. with an American y 
accent-- y 


--all three also 
confirmed that this 
little man changed 

shape when the 

fighting broke 
t 


Any 
tracks this 
time? 


The Goliaths 
reckon there's a 
trail heading North, but 
we got something better 


than footprints, sir. One | 


of the climbers snapped £4 
a picture. a 


Sierra Leone 
Online again, sir. 
Shall I ask them 

to hold? 


Yeah, gimme 
a minute here, 


Downloading 
now, General 


Fury. 


i 


“OF course, a couple of Reserves 
were ready months ago and we've 
had them out there taking care 
& of more minor operations... 


“like spying in the name of Homeland \ Ladies and gentlemen, 
Security and monitoring potential I'd like you all to welcome 
subversives in the superhuman community." the amazing Whiz-Kid to 
oF The Defenders. 


Whiz-Kid, for those 
OF you who don't read 
the papers, has the 
ability to vary the 
temperature of certain 
inorganic materials and 
has all the makings of 
one damn fine 

teammate. 


Very kind 
of you to say so, 
Nighthawk. 


This little guy, I should point 
out, expects to play a full part in 
our adventures and doesn't want 
to be treated any differently just 

\ because of his horrific situation. 


Well, y'know, 
you being a poor, 
little wheel-fellow 

and everything... 


Don't worry. I know 
what you're going through, 
Whiz-Kid. I fell OFF my cousin's 
bike when I was ten and spent 
six whole weeks with my 
leginacast. 


To be honest, 
I think polio is 
a little different. 
What's the word 
on Giant Man, Nighthawk? 
Only reason I even showed 
up for this crap is because 
you said he was guest- 


chairing this meeting. 


Well, Dr. Pym's 
been really busy 
working for this new 
robotics company 
lately, Damien, but I'm 
pretty sure we'll get 
acall when he hears 
the big news. 


Spin magazine wants to 
talk about me? Man, wait'll 
they hear we've got a little 

wheel-fellow too. 


Would you 
please stop 
calling me 
that? 


That LSA Today 
wants to talk to us 
about the hard line 

we took against 
superhumans being 

deployed in the 
Gulf. 


Not to mention 
the fact that Spin 
magazine wants to do 
a feature on the one 
and only super-team 
with a prominent 
African-American in 
their ranks. 


And then, of course, there's 
my Other big surprise. You 
remember all those letters I 
wrote asking local companies 
for a little sponsorship? 


Sure, the disability 
thing. You said we needed 
transport because one of 
our new teammates was ' 
confined to a wheelchair, y 
right? | 


of four thousand 
dollars. 


Ge TANG Pa _ 
Well, guys, it looks “ : \ Ate ; | ne Dude, that is 
like corporate America a : \ ee F i : awesome. 
just delivered to the tune J | 4 J — 


The Defenders 
are officially mobile, 


Wow. That's a Pontiac 
Firebird. My dad used to 
have one of them. 


uh, I don't want to ! Somebody's 
be a pain or anything, a going to die for 
but it doesn't look ; lL | putting me on this 
particularly practical Relax, little ‘ i t 
for someone ina guy. I'm ss \ sie aaaene 
: we can geta j “Ti 
wheelchair. ( roof rack or 
something... 


| “You have to understand that I 

| take no pleasure in pouring all 

| these billions of dollars into 
persons of mass destruction. 


| "T'm just looking after you 
and the people you love ina 


| crazy, old world that gets 
crazier by the second. 


——— - 
“Take this guy, for example. Back 
in the old days, getting hit by a 
wave of radiation just meant dying 
in a cancer ward. 


= Tis. 
le “Who would we send if we weren't 
J ae . i Buibee 
building super-soldiers? “Chuck Norris?" 


He's all 
yours, Scarlet 
Witch! Take it 
from here! 


A oe 


Scarlet Witch? God, At least she has @ Skeev wouldn't even be on 
I hate Scarlet Witch. powers, Winter. I the team if she wasn't shacked 
What the hell does she | can't believe they've up with Captain America. 
do anyway? Seriously, dot us onthe bench . 
can anybody even and The Wasp out 
begin to explain her there against that 


What the hell are you 
smokin’, soldier? Janet 
Pym took down The Hulk 
last year and earned her 

stripes ten times 
over far as I'm 
concerned. 


Just bide your time, man. 
We got the Giant Men 
up next and if they don't 
work out you guys are Z 
definitely on. ‘renot trying “ 
7 to be pushy, General. \ 
I guess we're all just | 
» keentoget out there ; 
and show you what 
> we can do, sir. 


be patient, 
Dexter. 


Like the General 
says...we do as we're 
told and we could be 

bigger than any of 
those guys before 
too long. 
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You're really 
gonna kill Nick 


Yeah, well, that was before this 
lunatic appeared and threw the 
world into some kind of 
superhuman arms race. 


Fh the money that 


omy 
should be going to schools 


and hospitals funding this 
initiative that makes nuclear 
weapons look like bows and 
arrows. It's horrific. A 


Say it alittle louder, ¥ buddy. It's just I 
Saul. I don't think Tom thought you'd hung up your 
Ridge heard you all holster for good, you know 
the way back in what I'm saying? I thought 
. Washington. the big idea was to quit the 
Oy tee gai *se&\ assassination game while 
™ you was ahead. : 


What have A thing of beauty, pal. A thing of 


q YOu got for me } genuine beauty. High-velocity rifle 


ten times more powerful than 
anything you've ever worked 
with before. 


More accurate 
than an M-16 and lighter 
than a Steyr Assault... 

but the best part's 
gotta be this magic 
bullet feature. 


Magic 
bullet? 


Where the 
hell did you 
find this? 


S.H.I.E.L.2. prototype? 
Oh, that's good, Saul. 
That's just too damn 


It's good to 
have you back, 
Mister Nix. 


As you Know, 
they don't let Nick 
Fury sleep in the same 
place twice, but we 
uncovered details of 
where he's booked 
eighteen days 
from now. 


Oh, yeah. Rifle 
sight not only has X-ray 
capability up to a mile, but 
the bullet's guaranteed to 
phase through anything it 
meets along the way 


as a mark. 


a without leaving as much 


Walls, cars, 
people. It doesn't 
even impact until 

it hits its 
target. 


New thing 
S.H.1.E.L.D.'s been 
working on. Only two 

inthe world... _ 


Curious how 
your costume's 
gonna look, 
Lieberman? 


Failed a test? Oh, 
I love this guu. Tell 
him how much he 
failed his test, 
Dr. Brankin. 


And that's good, right? 
It's a good thing my cells 
haven't rejected the 


..because now you'll 
understand why we couldn't 
let the others see your 
costume uet. 


J Kinda, I guess. |t 


was weird seeing everybody 
else getting suits and nobody 
making one for me. I was } 
starting to think I'd maybe 
, failed a test or 
p something. 
a ag 
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You're the first subject 
in over fifty years who's 
body didn't reject the 
super-soldier serum, 
Captain Lieberman. 


” We don't know 
why, but your cells 
have embraced it 
as readily as Steve 
Rogers’ body did 
back in nineteen 
forty-two. 


Oh, it's very 
good, soldier. In 
fact, it's exactly 
what we've been 

waiting for... 
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That's 
exactly 
what you 
think it 
is. 


teve Rogers is employed in the 
world's most high-risk occupation. 
Best-case scenario we get another 
five years out of him, but the truth 
is we could lose the guy 
anytime. 


You imagine the 
effect on the national 
psyche if we don't have 
someone on stand-by 

to fill those boots? 
It'd be like the Statue 
of Liberty tumbling 


But we've 
already got 
a Captain 
America. 


Nothing lasts 
forever. 


Then, oF 
course, there's 

the more sinister Captain America brainwashed. V {t ain't nice, but it's reality 
possibilities... Captain America compromised. and somebody's gotta make 

i Captain America goes over to sure all those little kiddies 

the other side. These are all the sleep soundly in their 
things I gotta prepare for 
in this job, Lieberman. 


You figure you 
could make that 
shot if the situation 
presented 
itselfe 


Yes, sir. 


I think 


so, sir. 


Downtown 


Manhattan: 
iE a. 
You hear about Miss Ross says | { 
this TV crew that's they're gonna do this Oh, man. That's 
gonna be following America’s Next Big Hero awesome. Are you retarded? 


fe 1 
ue aneund: show and they're gonna Ihate those shows. Theu're 


The Next be UNIO WD US Tor just an excuse for cheap TV 
Top Model eh SS where producers save money 
guys? montns. on writers and professional 


actors. 


N 


What are you talking You're one of the Rocketmen, 
about? A show like that | Dexter. That means you're already 


means we get to be going to be rich and famous. Trust me Q : 
rich and famous. p those shows are Wow 

ep Nig. Za just asignofthe | 

iia. Ld. /] apocalypse. @ 
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“Riots in Eurasia, a hostage situation in the 
Middle East and a septuagenarian hit man 
who's come out of retirement to put a 
bullet in my head? 


“Naturally, the only sensible thing 
to do under these circumstances is |# 
go to Iron Man's bachelor party.” |= 


Is Cap 
still standing 
outside? 


He really strike 
you as the kinda 
guy who's gonna be 
caught deadina 
strip club, Tony? 


So why doesn't he just go 
home? If he's trying to appeal 


So what about this whole 
marriage thing, man? You really 


to my conscience in some way 


he's absolutely wasting 
his time. 


Saus he just 
wants to make 
sure Jan gets 
home okay. 


Strange 
cat. 


going through with this? You 
really think it's a good idea to 
marry a chick with a nickname 
like "The Black Widow"? 


So she's been 
married a few times 
and her husbands all 


met with unfortunate 
accidents. These 
things happen, Nick. 
One of my uncles 
took his own head ofF 
with a chainsaw. 


Listen, it's not that 

I don't like Natasha. I 

think she's one of the 
coolest girls I ever met. 
It's just I'm not sure if I 

see you two doing the 
whole "Honey, I'm home” 

stuff. 


Reallu? Because 
I think that's exactly 
what I need right 
now. 


She's the only second 
date I've ever had in my 
life. Isn't that incredible? 
Isn't that romantic? 


What's the matter, General? Are you as 
nauseated by all this as I am? The very thought 
of them lying there naked and nuzzling each 
other like two awful, hairless apes... 


It makes me 


want 


to bring back 


that entire bottle 
of sherry I just 


downed. 
But I love 


her, Jarvis. I 
truly, truly love 


this little 
minx... 


I've dated seven 
girls a week since I 
was fifteen years 
old and haven't been 
sober since the day 
I took my driving 
test. 


Natasha's the 
first woman I've met 
who's managed to Keep 
up with me, Nick. And you 
Know something? You 


know something really 
weird? 


There's 
something 
wrong back 
at base. 


THE TRISKELION: 


There was a big fire 
uptown. Four fire engines 
whizzing past and Lieberman 
chased them, hoping he —— 
could help... = 


What sbeiee ~ We couldn't. Our You should have - 

YOu? You guys } Powers are in our seen this blaze, sir. 

help too? _/ costumes and we I never saw anything 
just had our street- like it. Even the fire- 
clothes on. The Giant | fighters couldn't get 
Men are the only other close to those families 

guys with innate trapped inside. 
superpowers. 


rescued everybody. All 

fifty-seven people. He —— 
didn't keelover until |) / Most 

he was absolutely sure awesome 
that everyone was =o thing Tever F 
. safe. y 


what killed That's the That's as far as 


him? thing...we just you go, guys. You need 
: don't know. maximum clearance 
~ ~~~=\_ beyond this point. 


Mh BS 


Complete 
collapse of his 
entire central 

nervous system, 
General. The super- 
soldier serum just 
put his brain into 
shutdown. 


Treally 
thought he 
was going to 
be the one. 


What's so special 
about Steve Rogers, 
huh? How come he's the 
only guy in over fifty 
years this never 
happened to? 


IF we Knew 
that we wouldn't 
need any more 
volunteers. 
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Put Lieberman 
with the others, 
Doctor. 


T'll notify 
the parents as 
usual. 


“Like I said, I take no 
pleasure in this job. I just 
do what needs to be done 
to keep the system ticking 

and, like it or not, 

America’s still pretty 

much as good as it gets 
right now. 


omebody' s got to keep 
this country safe for all 
those bearded weirdos and 
media pundits just so they 
can tell us how much we 
SUCK on a daily basis." 
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Quiet, 
Miss Malone. 
This'Il only take 
asecond... 


= 


Only two of 
these guns in the 
world, homie...and 
f—-_ Igot the other 


Fury to base; 
Mister Nix is precisely 
where I booked him 
to be. Close that 
unsolved file of ours 
and send a team 
around to fetch 
him, huh? 


“My critics say 
I'm paranoid, but 
I have to be paranoid. 
The papers say I'm 
crazy, but it's a crazy 
world I'm truing to 
protect you from. 


“There's a gun at your head 
twenty-four hours a day and 
it's my job to make sure that 
the bad guys don't ever pull 

that trigger. 


"I'm building 
this army for 
your own 
good... 


